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TO THE 


Grand Jury 


OF THE 


Ciry and LI BERT of 
WW, eſtminſter, 4 &c. 
At the General Quarter-Sefions of the Peace, 


Held the Twenty fourth Day of April 1728 
in WESTMINSTER-HALL. 
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Printed at the Defire of the Juſtices of the 
Peace for the ſaid City and Liberty; and 
of the Grand Jury. 
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The SrcoND EDITION. 
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Printed and Sold by Jos Run Downins, in 
Bartholomew-Cloſe near Weſt=Smithfield, 1728. 
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£2 Villa Weſtm. > Seffionem Pacis Domini Regis tent 
in Com, Middx.) apud Weſtm. pro Libertat” Decani 
8 & Capituli Eccleſiæ Collegiat. beati 
Petri Weſtm. Civit. Burgi. & Ville 

Weſtm. in Cymitat. Middleſexiæ, C 

ſancti Martini le Grand, London' 

Die Mercur. ſcilicet viceſimo quar- 

to Die Aprilis, Anno Regui Do- 


e f. Ad Generalem Hyarterialen 


mini Georgii Secundi, Dei Gratia, 
nunc Regis Magnæ Britanniz, Ec. 


'F primo. 


nion, that the Charge this Day given by bee 
Fonſon the Chairman, (in the Abſence of the Ri 


Highly tending to the Service of His Majeſty, and 


ms Adminiftration and Government : Have una- 
nimouſly agreed and reſolved, That the Thanks of 
this Court be, and the ſame arg hereby given, to 7 
the ſaid Sir 70% Gonſon, for his ſaid Charge; And 
deſite that he will be pleaſed to cauſe the fame to be 
Printed and Publiſhed, for the better Information of 
the Inhabitants, and publick Officers of this City 
and Liberty, in the Performance of their reſpe&ive 


Duties. 


pier Curiam 


MipDpTIE TONI 


IS Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for this 
City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, now a(- 7 
ſembled at this General Quarter Seſſion of the Peace 
held for the ſaid City and Liberty, being of the Opi- 


ht 
Honourable Fohn Lord Delawar, the preſent Chatr- *: 
man of this Seſſion) to the Grand Jury, ſworn to 
enquire for our Soveraign Lord the King, for the! 
Body of this City and Liberty; and to the High 7 
and Petty Conſtables of the ſame, is a very Loyal, 
Learned, Ingenious, Excellent, and Uſeful Charge, 
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To the W Worlkipful 8 


[Si John Gonſon, Kt. 


Chairman of the Ouarter- 
2? Seflions, Cc. held for the 
City and Liberty of We/t. 
minſter, the 24.1 of April, 
1728. 


4 | 
| E the Grand Jury, ſworn to i 
4 enquire for the Body of the 1 


City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, having 
received a moſt armed and Excellent [ 
Charge from the Chair given by your | 
r Worſhip, do hereby return you our -” 
4 © moſt e and humble Thanks for 
the ſame; And pray you will be pleaſed, 
I for the publick Good, to cauſe the fame 
de to be Printed. Le 


William Atkinſon. 
John Jones. 
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FDobn Lſinomger. 


Fra Saumbachb. 


' Hem. Loc btan. 


E. Sali gbusy. — 
William Houſe. 


Jobn Henſhazy. 
Stephen gauge“. 


Dobn Clapton. 


Thomas Turnor. ** 
John Ferguſon. 
Richard Mitchell. 
Philip Gardiner. 
Fi og Healey. 
iam J ayhor. 


John "Leech. 
Th. Cleaver. 
Fohn Andrews. 
Fof. Morris. I 
Nathangel Lee. | 
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CHARGE 


Sir John-Gonſon, Kt. 


K Gentlemen of the Grand-Fury; 
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17 = {VIL Government was inſt 
425 1 tuted for the Preſervation and 
Advancement of Men's Civil 
8 a Intereſts, for the better Se- 
curity of their Lives, Liberties, and 
Properties. 

| Men ſoon became ſenſible of the 
| Neceſſity of Civil Government for 
þ e theſe 


| 
| 


+ = Þ 
theſe Ends, from the Inconveniencies : 
they ſuſfer d by a private Life, inde- 
pendent on each other: For in ſuch Þ 
a State, unleſs every Man would keep 
ſtrictly to the Rules of Juſtice and 
Equity, which the Pravity of humane 
Nature and long Experience forbid us 
ever to hope for, the Weak would! 
become a Prey to the Strong; every 
one would be at the Mercy of him 
that was mightier than himſelf, and the 
World would be full of Fraud and In- 
juſtice, Cruelty and Oppreſſion. 

No ſooner did Mankind begin to 
multiply, and to contract new Rela- 
tions and new Duties, but their Intereſts 
interfered with 'one another, and gave 
riſe to thoſe Wrongs and Injuries, 
which daily encreas'd in the World, and 
quickly moved Men to enter into Socie- 
ties, and form themſelves into regular 
Governments, for the mutual Secu- 
rity and Defence of their Perſons 
and Properties, both againſt Violence 
from Abroad, and Rapine and Fraud 
at Home. IT 
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For thele nds and Purpofes Socie- 
ties were at firſt erected, and grounded 
upon the mutual Compact and Agree- 

ment of thoſe who entered into them, 

to ſtand by, and aſſiſt each other, 
both againſt Foreign Violence, and 

Domeſtick Wrongs. To repel the firſt 

of theſe, there muſt be external Force 
and Strength, which conſiſt in Arms, 
Riches, and Multitude of Hands; the 
Remedy of the other lies in wiſe and 
' wholeſome Laws, agreed upon by the 
Society; and the Care of both is, by 
common Conſent, committed to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, who is moreover 
arm'd with the Force and Strength of 
all his Subjects, in order to put thoſe 
Laws in Execution. 

FE From this brief Account of the Na- 
ture and Deſign of Civil Government, 
it is obvious, That if ever the true 
A | Ends of Government are anſwered, it 
eis under our moſt happy Conſtitution, 
1 | which is a Mixt Limitted Monarchy, 
| where the Prerogatives of the Crown, 
| and the Liberties of the People, are ſo 
: B 2 inter- 
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interwoven, that the Rights reſerved to] 


the People tend to render the King 
honourable and great, and the Prero- 
gatives of the Crown are in order to 
the Protection and Safety of the People. 


Every Subject of GREAT BriTain has a N 
fix d fundamental Right born with him, 
as to the Freedom of his Perſon, and Þ 


Property in his Eſtate, which he can't d 


be deprived of, but either by his own £ 
Conſent, or for ſome Crime for which 
the Law has impoſed ſuch a Penalty or 


Forfeiture, Our Liberties and Privi- Þ 
leges are ſo great, that the Subjects in 
other Nations would think themſelves | 
Princes, if they might enjoy them; 
and are ſuch, as the greateſt Princes 
in Foreign Parts, who are not abſolute Þ 
and independent e can ſcarce- 


ly pretend to be Poſſeſſors of. In a 
Word, We enjoy Privileges unknown 
to the antient Greeks or Romans, and 
are the Nobleſt, I may ſay almoſt, the 
only Remains of the. Autient Northern 

Liberty. 
And 


(5) 
And next to that of having a Share 
in the Legiſlature, it is one of the 
moſt valuable Parts of our Conſtitu- 
tion, that no Man can be convicted, 
or attainted of any Crime, before two 
Juries paſs upon him, of at leaſt 24 
Perſons; The one a Grand Jury, to 
preſent the Offence for Tryal; and the 
other a, Petit Jury, to try the Truth 
of that Preſentment. The Grand Jury 
coming from all Parts of the County, 
City, or Liberty, for which they ſerve, 
and the other, 8. the Petit Jury, of 
n |} the very Neighbourhood where the 
's £ Offence was committed; who, accord- 
; ing to the Evidence given them, de- 
s | termine thereupon, and bring in their 
e Verdict, And that the Evidence may 
be the clearer, and the better to be 
a Þ depended upon, written Depoſitions 
n | are not admitted, but upon mere Ne- 
ceſlity : The Witneſſes being to appear 
perſonally, and to be examined Vied 
Voce; a Method of coming at the 
Truth peculiar to this Nation, no 
other 
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other having, or practiſing the like. 
For look abroad into Foreign Coun- 
tries, almoſt where you will, you'll 
find the Subjects under ſuch Laws, as 
render their Lives, Liberties, and E- 
ſtates precarious, and liable to be diſ- 
pos d of at the Diſcretion of Strangers 
appointed to be their Judges, generally 
mercenary, and Creatures of the Prero- 
ative; ſometimes Malicious and Oppreſ- 
five, and too often Partial and Corrupt ; 
or ſuppoſe them ever ſo Juſt and 
Upright, yet ſtill has the Subje& no 
Security againſt Subornations, and the 
Attacks of falſe and malicious Wit- 
nefles: And often, when there is no 
ſufficient Evidence, upon Suſpicion only, 
they are obnoxious to the Tortures of 
the Rack, which may make an inno- 
cent Man confeſs himielf guilty, merely 
to get out of preſent Pain; and then 
with ſeeming Juſtice he 5 executed. 
Or if he doth with invincible Courage 
endure the Queſtion (as they call 
thoſe Torments ) yet he comes off with 


dis- 
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. 
disjointed Bones, and ſuch Weakneſs, 
as renders his Lite a Burthen to him 
ever after. 

Deſervedly therefore is this Tryal 
by Juries a part of the Great Charter, 
and ever rank d amongſt the choiceſt 
of our Fundamental Laws, which who- 
ſoever ſhall go about to ſuppreſs, or 
craftily undermine, by overawing or 
corrupting Juries, and thereby rendering 
them only a Formality, breaks aſunder 
the Fences of our Government, and 
is an Enemy to his King and Coun- 
trey; for which Reaſon, our Parlia- 
ments have always been moſt zealous 
for preſerving this Great jewel of 
Liberty; no one Privilege beſides 
having been ſo often remembred there. 
One Inſtance thereof (amongſt many 


others) was the Caſe of the Lord 


Chief Juſtice Keyling, who uſurping an 
| Arbitrary Power over a Grand-Jury of 
Somerſetſhire, by commanding them to 
find a Bill of Indictment, Murder, for 


which they ſaw no Evidence; and upon 


their Refuſal, he threatned- and fined 


them : 


| | Ii 8 1 

them: But upon the Complaint of Sir 
Hugh Windham, their Foreman, to the 
Parliament, (tho' a Parliament in the 
Reign of King CHax LES the Second, 
and much attached to the Court) 
yet even they could not bear fuch a 
OL, bold Invaſion of Exciisx Þ 
7he Houſe of Liberty; The Commons 
fu. erz. brought that Chief Juſtice Þ 
of Decemb. to their Bar, and there made 
9 250 him acknowledge his Fault. 
When the one and the other Jury 
act as they ought, with 
12 ry Courage, Diligence, and Im- 
2 Caps partiality, we ſhall have 
Las juſt Reaſon, with the wiſe 
Lord Chancellor Forteſcue, to celebrate 
that Law that inſtituted them; to 
congratulate with our Countrymen the 
Happineſs we enjoy, ſince the meaneſt 
amongſt us is Protected by the Laws 
of his Country in as ſecure a man- 

ner as the greateſt. 
And what compleats Our Happinek 
is, that we may now take the moſt 
deine View of our Excellent Con- 
ſtitution 
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(9 ] 
ſtitution and Laws; not as in former 
Reigns, ſtruggling with Arbitrary 
Power and Tyranny, but as moſt 


ſafe and ſecure, under the beſt of 


Princes, his Sacred Majeſty, our moſt 


Z Gracious Sovereign; whoſe Nature, 
Z Inclination, and Religion, all conſpire 
to make him truly the F ather of his 
People, delighting in their Happineſs 
as in his own, and who makes the 
Laws of the Land the Rule of his 
© Government. With ſuch a King we are 
© bleft in a Queen, the Delight of the 
Nation, and the Glory ot her Sex; 

© whoſe known Piety is made till mote 
exemplary by being joined with a fine 
Underſtanding, cultivated by the Study 
of the Belles Lettres, and improved with 
all uſeful Knowledge : We have alſo 
a numerous Royal Iflue, to be form'd 
| for the Support of our Religion and 
| Liberties by theſe bright Examples; 
| ſo that all the ineſtimable Bleſſings 
we enjoy under his Majeſty's Reign, 
are likely to be entail'd down to future 


Ages, under a laſting Succeſſion of 
C Pro- 
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( 10 ) 
Proteſtant Princes. And may there | 
never want one of this Royal Progeny Þ 
to Rule over theſe Nations till Time 
{hall be no more. 


GENTLEMEN, 


| ( 

It is for the Preſervation and Sup- | | 
port of this our excellent Government, 
by the due Execution of the Laws [F ; 
that we are now met together: And! 
though the Court doth not doubt of Þ 
your Ability to perform your Duty! 
as Grand Fury Men; yet being ſworn | 
(amongſt other Things) to enquire } 
[ 

[ 
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of ſuch Matters, as ſhall be given you 
in Charge, it has always been the! 
Cuſtom, and therefore now proper to 
inform you, what Crimes and Offences Þ 
you ought to enquire of, which other- Þ 
wiſe perhaps might not occur to your] 
Memory. 5 


In the firſt Place, I ſhall recom- 
mend to your Enquiry all ſuch Offences, 
that concern Almighty Go p, and his 
. Holy 


| (1) 
Holy Religion eſtabliſhed amongſt 
us. | | 
It is for the Honour and Intereſt of 
every Government, that all Vice, Im- 
morality and Profaneneſs ſhould be 
ſuppreſs d, becauſe they are prejudi- 
© cial to it; and the contrary Virtues 
tend to the Good and Welfare of So- 
t | ciety. All manner of Wickedneſs, even 
s, in thoſe Inſtances, where it doth not 
d directly injure any private Perſon, nor 
ofdiſturb the publick Peace, has an ill 
ty ¶ Influence upon Society, tends to make 
rn Men bad Subjects, and worſe Neigh- 
ire bours, and indiſpoſes them for the due 
© Diſcharge of the Relative Duties of 
Life. And it has been obſerved, that 
a Contempt of Gop, and a Neglect of 
Religious Duties, is generally the Inlet 
to, and Forerunner of almoſt all man- 
ner of Wickednelſs. 
I exhort you therefore to preſent 
all, that ſhall blaſpheme, vilifie, and 
m- cute the Name, Nature, and At- 
CES, tributes of Gov, and all other Offences 
his EUs 3.4 G2 | * 
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(12) 

againft the Act of the Nirth [| 

ky: ans King WILLIAM |: 
the Third, Pr the more effetiual Sup. 
preſſing of Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs. Þ 


Vou are alſo to take notice of all | 
other Offences mentioned in His Ma- 
jeſty's Royal Proclamation juſt now 
read to you: Particularly all profane 
Swearing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, 


and Breach of the Sabbath. 


The horrid Oaths and Curſes that 
abound in our Streets, are very ſhock-| 
ing to Religious Foreigners, who come 
here; no ſuch 3 Profanation of Þ 

fame being known! 
Abroad, even in Popiſh Countries þ 
Beſides, the Offending G o p, the In- 
juring our Souls, and Affronting fincereÞ 
Chriſtians (in an Age which pretend 
to good Breeding) by Treating that 
Go » with Indignity, whom they wor- 


ſhip and adore, are Things of fuch 


Nature, which are worthy of our No- 
tice. The common P ractiee of pro- 
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fane Curfng and Swearing is exceed- 


f ingly injurious to Civil Society; for 


whilſt Oaths are reckoned the greateſt 
Securities of Government, if they are 
once render'd flight and common, it 


N will by Degrees leſſen Men's Awe and 


Regard for them on more folemn and 
neceſſary Occaſions; and when all Re- 
gard for the Obligation of Oaths are 
loſt; there is an End of our Courts of 
Juſtice. We have no other Way to 


f f ju d ge of Right Or Wrong, Truth OT 


Falſhood, nor any Security left for 
our Lives and Properties, when the 
Reverence for this ſolemn Appeal to 


the All-ſeeing Gop is once extinguiſh- 


ed in our Minds. 80 that upon Civil, 
as well as Religious Conſiderations, 
you ought to ſet your Faces againſt 
this Sin, and preſent all Conſtables, 
negligent or remiſs in this Part of 
their Duty, in Taking up and Giving 
Information againſt Common Swearers. 

Drunkenneſs is not only a Tran{- 
greſſion of the Laws of Gop, and the 


Law 
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( 14 ) 
Law of the Land,' but a Violation of 
the Law of our Nature: - It deprives 
Men of their Reaſon, and levels them 
with the Beaſts. Preſentment and In- 
dictment in Seſſions is one Method 
appointed by the Statute of the Fourth 

of King JAMES I. for the 
J. Puniſhment of Drunkenneſs. 


It has been the Honour of our Go- 
vernment, that the Obſervation of the 
Loxkp's Day has been more ſtrictly en- 
joyn'd by our Laws, than any other 
Nation whatſoever; and it is Pity that 
ſuch excellent Laws have not been 
better executed, | 

The Statute of the Twenty 
29. Car. H. Ninth of King Cares II. 

T1 for the better Obſervation of 
the Lokp's Day, requires all Perſons to 
exerciſe them ſelves thereon in the Duties 
of Piety and true Religion, publickly 
and privately, and prohibits all bodily 
Labour, and worldly Buſineſs. And 
ſince this Law forbids Carriers and 
Waggoners to travel upon their * 

an 
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(15 ) 
and neceſſary Buſineſs on this Day, it 


ſurely cannot be ſuppoſed to allow 
any in the Profanation of it by 


Races, which ſome Perſons have pre- 


ſumed to appoint to be run on Sun- 
days. But His Majeſty hath thought 
fit to diſcourage ſuch Practices, and 
commanded the Juſtices of the Peace 
of this City and Liberty ſtrictly to put 
in Execution all the Laws | 
againſt the Profanation f 7 


the LoxD's Day, and to + Car. I. 
the utmoſt of their Power © 
to diſcourage and puniſh any Breach 
of the Laws in this Behalf. His 
Majeſty's Pleaſure herein having lately 
been ſignified by a Letter from the Right 
Honourable the Lord Townſhend, one 
of His Principal Secretaries of State, 
his Lordſhip's Letter ſhall be preſently 
read in Court. | | 

Since therefore His Majeſty's pious 
Care for the Good of his People is ſo 


great, tis hop'd that ſo illuſtrious an 


Example will inſpire you with a Zeal 
| to 
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16 1 
de 4 your Duty, by Pre- 
:; Ei. c. 1. ſenting all that thall make 
3 Ju. I c.. Default in coming to Church, 
1 & M or ſome Religious Meeting 
8. © tolerated and allowed by 
Law, every Sunday: And 
all that ſhall ſpend their Time on that 
Day in any Sports or Games whatſoever, 
eſpecially Gaming Aſſemblies. 
The devout Obſervation of the 
Loxy's Day has hitherto, and ever will 
be, the moſt probable Means of pre- 


ſerving a Senſe of, and keeping up a 
vifible Face of Religion in the World; 


which (ſhould theſe Races and other 
Diverſions on this Day prevail) would 
ſoon be loſt among us. 


5 Elis. c. 9. Enquire of all Perjury in 
Oaths judicially taken: All 
Subornation of Perjury and Forgery : 
And allo of all Books and Pan- 
phlets wrote againſt Religion, or the 
Sacred Seriptures; or that are »Contrs 
bonos Mores. | 


There 


#x 
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There are ſuch Books publiſhed, 
daily fold in Shops, and advertiſed in 
the Publick News-Papers, that ought 
rather to paſs the Fire than the Preſs ; 
and are a Scandal to any Chriſtian 
Country. It you can't find out theſe 


deteſtable Authors, preſent the Printers 

and Publiſhers. 

All theſe in their Nature ſeem to 
be more immediate Offences againſt 
che Divine Majeſty. 


After the Duty we owe to Al- 
; © mighty GOD, with which nothing 
r Þ ought to come in Competition, the 
next Duty we owe is to our King and 
Country; and for the Preſervation of 
theſe, I muſt recommend to you to 
n <nquire into all Treaſons. 
It is High Treaſon, To Ew. ll. 
: compaſs or imagine the Death _ 
| of the King, or Queen, or the Death 
of their Eldeſt Son and Heir, and to 
declare the ſame by ſome Overt-Act. 
| It is alſo High Treaſon, To levy 
War againſt the King ; adhere to his 
Enemies; or to give them Aid -or 
5 3 Com- 
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Comfort, in the Realm or elſewhere, 
To Counterfeit his Great or Privy 
Seal ; To Counterfeit his Coin, or 
bring falſe into the Realm; To kill 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, 
Juſtices in Eyre, of Aſſize, and Juſtices 
of Oyer and Terminer, being in their 

Places doing their Offices. 
| There are ſome other Species of High 
Treaſon, which becauſe you'll have no 
Occaſion to enquire into, I need not 
trouble you with the Particulars. I 
ſhall only put you in mind of that 
Excellent Statute of the Sixth 


6 Anne c.. 3 
e e. of the late Queen ANNE, i 


whereby it is made High Treaſon to 
maintain by Writing, or Printing, That 
the Kings and Queens of this Realm, 
by the Authority of Parliament, are 
not able to make Laws of ſufficient 
Force to bind and limit the Deſcent 
of the Crown; or that the Pretender 
hath Right to the Crown; or that any 
other Perſon hath Right to the ſame, 
otherwiſe than according to the Acts 
of Settlement. And if the Offender 
maintains the ſame by Words only, it 
is a Premunire. And 
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And here, GENTLEMEN, I would 
obſerve to you, That by a former Act 
of Parliament, made in the 
Thirteenth Year of the Reign 1. 27. 4 


of Queen ELIZABETH, to z loft. 6, 10, 


| aſſert and maintain, That the 214. 


Coke's Inſtit. 
Queen and Parliament could 4, ar: ;6. 


not bind or limit the De- 


| ſcent of the Crown, was made High 
| Treaſon during that Queen's Life. 
By this Law it appears, That the Pa- 
Sat Scheme, and the Doctrines 
of indefeifible unalienable Hereditary 
| Right are of mere modern Invention, 
| and neither known nor believed 
by our Parliaments or Clergy in the 
| Glorious Reign of Queen ELIZABETH. 
So that you ſee, the Title of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty King GEORGE is un- 
e and moſt agreeable to 
our Antient Conſtitution and Laws. 


You are alſo to enquire of Miſpriſion 


of Treaſon ; which is barely a ee 


ing it, without Evidencing a Conſent 
to it, for that is High Treaſon : By the 


| Statute of the Fourteenth of 


1 4 E112, c. 7. 
Wit. 


Queen ELIZABETH, * 
D'z - 


* 
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Miſpriſion of Treaſon to Counterfeit 
any Foreign Coin not current here. 

You are to preſent all Treaſonable 
and Seditious Words, and Speeches, 
reflecting on His Majeſty's Sacred Per- 
ſon and Government, for they are in- 
dictable at Common Law. 


The Third and laſt Sort of Of- 
fences, that I ſhall recommend to your 
Enquiry, are thoſe that concern your 
Fellow-Subjects. Of theſe ſome are 
Capital, and ſome are not Capital. 

Of the Capital You are to preſent 
Petty Treaſon, which is an inferiour 
„Degree of Treaſon, and is 
7 8 n committed againſt a Subject, 

between whom and the Of 
fender the Law preſumes, there is a ſpe- 
cial Obedience and Subjection due: It 
is Petty Treaſon therefore, for a Servant 
to kill his Maſter, or Miſtreſs, or Ma- 
ſter's Wife, or a Wife her Husband, or 
an Eccleſiaſtical Man his Prelate. 
Vou are to enquire of Burglary, 
which is a Breaking and Entering into a 
Houſe by Night, with an Intent to com- 


taken away in all Burglaries. 


Goods, knowing them to be 


— 
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mit ſome Felony, whether the felonious 


Intent be executed or not. By the 
Statute of the Eighteenth of 


* l 
Queen ELizaztTH, Clergy is .). 


. 7. 


You are to preſent all Sorts of Fe- 


lonies; as Murders, Robbery on the 


Highway, Picking of Pockets; but 
theſe common Thefts are ſo well known 
to you, that I ſhall not fuſpe& your 
Knowledge and Underſtanding ſo much, 
as to think you ſtand in need of any 
Detail of them, or that I ſhould define 
them to- you. | 
Of Offences not Capital there are 
very great Numbers: I ſhall only 
mention ſome, that are moſt recent 
amongſt us, and therefore likely to fall 
under your Cognizance and Enquiry. 
You are. to preſent Petty Larceny ; 
All Buyers and Receivers of ſtolen 


ſo; all forcible Entries and 8 H. VI. c. 9. 


Gomes 1 Elig. c. 
Detainers of Lands and Te- . 


nements by Force. All Ri- Fac. I. 


C19. 


ots; Routs, and unlawful Aſ- ;4 EU. Ill 
ſemblies. Affrays, Aſſaults, Ze 


Bat- 


K. II. c.9. 


Honour of our 1 by Turning 
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„Nel. . Batteries; and in general, 

LL fey iv. All Breaches of the Peace; 
1% Vn. VII. All that buy or ſell by falſe 
n Weights or Meaſures; All 
4 chat deceitfully get into their 
22 5% . Hands other Men's Goods 
I. Vñl. by falſe Tokens, Pretences, 
c. . or Counterfeit Letters; All 
5&6 Elw. Foreſtallers, Regrators, and 
r 5 Ingroſſers of Corn and other 
1 Victuals; All that ſhall ſell 
55 Hen ut. corrupt and unwholeſome 
Dom.x2656, Victuals; All common Bar- 
1 Eav. III. retors, and Stirrers up of 
40 £4.11. Suits and Quarrels, either in 
1 Nich. Il. Courts of Juſtice, or in 
c. 4. the Country amongſt the 
King's Subjects, who other- 

wiſe would be in Peace. By Preſenting 
ſome Barretors, you 1 vindicate the 


the 


Edge of them, and the Eyes of your 
ue ſuch Men, a ſo much 
abuſe che n one, and are a Nuſance to 
the other: That Great Man, the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Halz, us'd to ſay, that 
it Was of more Service to the Publick, 


to 
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to convid one common Barretor, than 
ten Highwaymen : Preſent alſo all 
Keepers and Maintainers of Common 
Gaming Houſes, which are indictable 
as Nuſances at Common Law, as well 
as puniſhable by the Statute | 
of the Thirty third of King 2 . 
HENRY the Eighth. 

Preſent likewiſe all Common Game- 
ſters, who draw in and ruin young Gen- 
tlemen of Eſtates, and others. 5 

Enquire of all Bribery and 12 Rich. Ii. 


C. 3. 
Extortion in any Officers or 4 Jen. IV. 


Miniſters of Juſtice, in taking 8. 


586 Eder. 
Money where none is due, . 


or more than is due, or 3 E. I 


before it is due, and particus * 


larly of the Extortion of Goalers. 
reſent all Bawdy-Houſes, and diſ- 
orderly Houſes ; under which Denomi- 
nation you ought to reckon thoſe 
many Houſes and Shops, where fuch 
Numbers of the lower Sort of People 
get drunk with Geneva, and other 
ſpirituous Liquors; a growing Evil, 


of more miſchievous Conſequence to 


the Publick, than can well be expreſt. 
Ang 
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And becauſe our Excellent Laws. are 


often render'd uſeleſs, through the Re- 
miſneſs and Neglect of the inferiour 


Officers, who are to execute them, 

Enquire, If any Conſtables omit to 
make Preſentments of any publick and 
notorious Offences in their reſpective 
Pariſhes or Wards; if they refuſe or 


neglect to execute Warrants delivered to 


them; if they neglect Watch and Ward; 


or che Suppreſſing Vagrants; or if chey 
wilfully neglect or omit any other Fart 
of their Duty. 
Preſent all T e 
** * „ Workmen, and Artificers, 
that conſpire together not to 
ſell their Goods at, or to work, but at 
certain Rates and Prizes; and all ſuch 
as exerciſe Mechanical Trades, to which 
they have not been Apprentices Seven 
Vears, according to the Act 
r Fifth | of Queen 
ELIZABETH. 

Preſent all that ſhall contra& with 
Artificers to go out of the Kingdom, 
_ contrary to an Act of the 
. of the late King GroRGE. 

You 
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Vou are to enquire of all Highways, 


2 Bridges out of Repair, and who 
ought to repair them; of all Cheats; 


and of all publick Nuſances: And 
here I. hope you will not forget the 
very bad Condition of the Streets, 


and Pavements in many Parts of this 


8 and Liberty, which gives great 

ence to every Body, and is detri- 
5 5 to the Health of the People; : 
and is occaſion'd chiefly through the 
Neglects of the Scavengers and Rakers, 


| and partly by the Remiſneſs and Care- 


leſneſs of the Servants and Agents of 


| ſeveral Companies of Water-Works, 


who, when they have broke up the 
Ground, to put in or mend their Pipes, 
lay down the Pavements again in thoſe 
Places in a very looſe, irregular, and 
unworkmanlike Manner. 


Theſe, GENTLEMEN, are all Matters 
very proper for your Enquiry, and the 
Court doth not doubt of your Care 
therein ; but there is one Thing more, 
which I muſt at this Time particularly 
recommend to you, and that is, to 

E preſent 
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608 
pre teſent the Authors, Printers, and Pub- 
lithers of all Libels. 

8 It is a Shame to our Nation, that 
there ſhould be any Perſons belony- 
ing to it ſo little ſenſible of the Hap- 
pineſs which we enjoy, as to libel and 
diſturb ſuch a King, and ſuch an Ad- 
miniſtration ; yet this Offence is now 
grown ſo common, that if a Man 
goes into a Cottce-Houle, it is uncer- 
tain whether he lays his Hands upon 
A News-Paper, or a Libel. | 
I would not have any imagine, that 
there muſt be expreſs Words of Scandal, 
and Perſons Names at length, to make 
a Libeller | Criminal; if our Laws re- 
quire this, they e very weak; and 
it would be ſtrange, that all Man- 
kind muſt underſtand a Tibeller's 
Meaning, except the "Court and the 
Jury, who are to try him. 
Indirect or Oblique Scandal hath in 
all Times (eſpecially ſince the Abolition 
of the Court of Star-Chamber) 
been proſecuted, and the 
| "Offenders convicted and pu- 
iſhed in the ordinary Courts of Ju- 


ſtice ; 
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ftice? and if it were otherwiſe, the 
ſubtle or cunring Contrivance, which 
aggravates the Crime, would prevent 
the Puniſhment. And therefore it is, 
that Tronical Scandal, nay, even Dumb 
Scandal, (Scandal by Pic- 
tures or by Signs) as ts 372 
mentioned in the Caſe 4. 
Libellis fumoſt 55 in my Lord 1 O K Es 
Fifth Report, is indictable in this Court. 
The only Caution neceſſary in theſe 
Caſes is, that the Interpretation be not 
forc'd or ſtrain'd. 

I ſhall conclude with Putting you in 
Mind of that Part of your Oath, which 


obliges you to Preſent all ſuch Matters 
and Things, as come to your Knowledge 
touching this preſent Service, as well 


as ſuch Offences, that ſhall be given yon 
in Charge. You are, or ought to be 


tate 6 from the ſeveral Quarters of 


this populous City and Liberty, to the 


Intent that no Offences in your reſpec- 
tive Pariſhes, or Streets, or probably 


throughout the whole Liberty, may 
eſcape the Knowledge of one or other 
of you. In Finding only ſuch Bills, that 


are 
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- gee kept ke ers gen by Nigg Bie 
ſecutors, you'll do but one Part of your 
Duty, which a Jury; return'd. out of 
one Pariſh or Street might do as well. 
But if you'll have a due Regard to 
your Oaths, you muſt preſent all no- 
torious and publick Offences in your 
reſpective Neighbourhoods; which, if 
Grand Juries would every where do, 
would tend much to _reform_ the 


vicious Part of Manking MVSEVM 


| BRITAN 
„„ . & NEICYM 
Your Office is as Aer [rr 
Laws, and (as you have heard) the 
great Bulwark of our Liberties. And 
it is with Pleaſure, I ſee this great and 
important Truſt now repoſed in Per- 
ſons of your Credit and Reputation, 
Knowledge and DES who, 1 
doubt not, will perform every Part of 
your Duty, and acquit your ſelves like 
ſuch, as have a ſtrict Regard to Juſtice, 
and the Proceedings and Authority of 
„ N 


| | | 
GENTLEMEN, 
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